General Maintenance Schedule
also see -  Garden Clubs of CT list Month-by-Month 
· Late Sept-Oct:  
Weed in fall to keep weeds from getting a foothold.
Dig in compost to make soil lighter and better, if desired.
Spread grass seed w/ a little potting soil over bald spots (after scratching the dirt).
If it's a dry fall, water deeply in late October so plants go into winter hydrated.
See below for dividing perennials.

· November-Dec. (after hard frost)
Cut dead perennial plants down.  Compost disease-free ones.
Bank mulch around plants that are not hardy to protect from wide temperature shifts.
Protect young evergreen shrubs from bending with heavy snowfall (twine, tent, etc.) 

· April:  
After it rains, pull weeds, or use a weed blade tool where weeds are clustered.  
Add a side dressing of chicken manure each spring around your plants (and compost to lighten your soil), or  Hollytone for acid-loving plants (rhododendron, azelea, andromeda, mountain laurel, fir, cedar, spruce, hemlock, holly, hydrangea, viburnam,  magnolia, dogwood, oak, etc. are all acid-loving)  pH levels for plants
Spread Preen if you like extra help to keep weeds down.

· Late May: Mulch (shredded pine bark)  is our friend - about 2".  A late mulch lets you find seeds that have sprouted.
Cage or stake any plants that need support (tall lilies, delphinium, peonies, dahlias)
Plant heat-loving tomatoes and peppers in late May.  Plant summer bulbs like dahlias now.  HINT:  in Hartford, if you plant gladiola bulbs 9" deep, especially if near your foundation, we have found them to be hardy, blooming year after year without having to remove them. 

· June:
Fertilize:  Only certain plants benefit from post-spring bloom fertilizer:  like lilies, delphinium, roses, reblooming bearded iris...  

Deadhead:  Deadheading means twisting or clipping the dead flower off the plant as soon as it’s gone. Deadhead  lilacs and spring bloomers to encourage growth, pinching spent blooms from your rhododendron will net more blooms next year.  Deadhead repeat bloomers like Salvia 'May Night' andNepeta to encourage repeat bloom later in the season.  

Hard Trim:  Some early-blooming perennials that form a basal rosette of growth may tend to become large and floppy with age.  Trim them back hard after bloom is finished – you will quickly get handsome foliage that will remain compact all summer. Candidates include: Alchemilla (Lady's Mantle), Cranesbill (Geranium), Aquilegia (Columbine), Tiarella, and Heuchera.

Half-Trim:  I f you have any of the glorious tall, fall-blooming Asters, such as 'Alma Potschke', you can trim them back by half this month. Just do so by the end of June. Plants will still bloom, but will be more compact than their usual 3-4ft heights.  This is also useful for higher growing sedum like Autumn Joy, if you have found your sedum to be leggy or droopy in the fall.

Narcissus Leaves.  Leave the browning daffodil leaves alone.  They should be allowed to remain at least six weeks after bloom, to feed the bulb for next spring's show.  It is ideal to let the foliage wither by itself.  If it's been 6 weeks since the blooms faded, you can trim the leaves if you can't stand it.

· Ongoing:
Weed as you walk!  (easy after it's saturated with rain).  Maintenance out front!   
Keep lawn tidy.  See "Create a Lawn Barrier", above.

Water:  Rule of thumb-you need about 1" of rain or watering per week for most annuals and perennials.  CT gets an average 1" a week, but if 1.5 weeks passes without an inch, water your plants. (A 'V' shaped rain gauge is helpful.  Use it also to learn how long to sprinkle to achieve 1".  I water a 6' swath with a gentle hose for about 1.5 minutes to achieve 1/2".)  Do not sprinkle your porch or siding - a sure way to rot expensive details to replace.

Collecting Seeds
If you want to collect seeds to start for next year, leave a few dead flowers that will go to seed. Collect them in envelopes from the dried pod. Label the envelope so you know what’s in there. Or just let the seeds drop and when they emerge in the spring, transplant them where you want them.  Perennials that easily reseed include foxgloves, cone flower and black-eyed susans which make small plants this year, ready to bloom next year.  Annuals that reseed include cleome, cosmos and snap dragons. 

· July-August:
Every 2 weeks spray diluted liquid seaweed on rose leaves to keep them healthy.
In years of high heat and drought, spray fish emulsion once or twice on all areas.  Attach a proportioner to your hose, and you will fertilize as you water.

· Anytime:
Cut flowers to enjoy indoors.

Pruning and Dividing.
Mid-Fall
Divide perennials that are crowded, usually every 3-4 years.  Otherwise the plant and surrounding plants will stop blooming and may eventually die.  To divide, gently dig around and pull up plant root shaking off the dirt.  Lightly trim tops and roots.  With a disinfected knife (use Lysol, an antibacterial mouthwash such as Listerine, or rubbing alcohol), cut in half vertically along the root division, or divide into more plants, as appropriate.  Replant one in original spot.  For remaining sections, plant in new location, plant in holding garden out back, pot or give to a friend.  

Example of specific instructions:  Transplant bearded iris in the fall, keeping them from being crowded by other perennials.  Cut bearded iris back to 3-4" and remove spent foliage to discourage borers.  

Early Spring
Prune roses in early spring.  
Cut clematis that bloom on new wood back to 18" each spring (or at least every 3 or 4 years).  Clematis that bloom on either old or new wood should have dead wood removed and light pruning each year to keep some blooms at eye level - severely back to 18" after the first bloom to rejuvenate an old plant.  (See WWF document to see varieties of each type)

Pruning Trees:  Two or three years after planting, it's generally safe to prune.  Any earlier, and it may be losing vital moisture before deep roots are established.  Trees grow from the tips, so a branch 10" from the bottom will always be 10" from the bottom, only growing thicker as the years pass.   So, if you want to walk under a tree, eventually remove the branches under about 6 feet.   Immediately prune to remove branches that are dead, or those that can damage a tree by rubbing another branch, branches that shoot straight up or cross another, to encourage growth in a certain direction, and to uncover the basic shape so branches have room to grow thick.  Rule of thumb:  prune enough so a bird can fly through.  Leave enough leafing so the tree can sustain itself.  Prune also for aesthetics or if a branch will eventually hit the house, for example.  If you can foresee that a branch will become a problem, getting rid of it now will save a much more expensive removal later, and the tree will put it's energy into growing where you want it to. See Tree Pruning and Maintenance for an illustrated guide.

Pruning Shrubs:  Most shrubs grow from the tips or budding directly off the main branches.  Generally speaking, you can prune shrubs way back and they will branch out and become fuller.  For example, if a Rhody or Mt. Laurel is getting scraggly, oversized or blocking your view, cut the branches back below where you want it to grow back to get fuller branching.  The same is true of a privit hedge that has gotten thin or too tall.  Whack it back to a foot  if you like.  Privit shrubs can grow to 25' if left unattended.   Arborvitae can be topped, thinned, sculpted or cut near the ground to re-grow.  See Pruning Arborvitae for more specifics.

Anytime
Thin and Cut Back:  Some perennials spread way out of their zone, killing, crowding out or shading others you want to maintain.  Pull them, dig them out or prune back, as necessary.  Infamous encroachers include, cone flowers and black-eyed susans, ivy, lily-of-the-valley, bee balm.

