Mayor Segarra Announces New Anti-Blight Housing Program
(January 7, 2014) - Today, Mayor Pedro E. Segarra was joined by Connecticut’s Department of Housing Commissioner Evonne Klein to announce the first completed renovation by the Hartford Restoration Project at 194 South Whitney Street in Hartford. 

The program offers financial assistance of up to $30,000 to eligible owner-occupied residences to remediate external blight conditions. The Hartford Restoration Project (HRP) is financed by recouped costs of private property remediation, special assessments, reimbursement for board-ups of vacant properties and other anti-blight services provided by the City of Hartford. The HRP falls under the Livable and Sustainable Neighborhoods Initiative (LSNI), a special task force established by Mayor Segarra to combat blight. The LSNI group collaborates with Hartford’s Housing Department to increase property rehabilitation efforts across the City.

“I’m really proud of how far this project has come in a short time,” said Mayor Segarra. “I’m pleased that we identified a way to work with residents who want to improve their homes, and to reinvest the revenue from our anti-blight services back into the community."

Donna Nelson, the owner of 194 South Whitney, who was previously cited for blight conditions under City ordinance, was the first applicant for the program. Since then the City has received 5 more applications. 

“I’m so grateful for this program,” said Nelson. “The staff was easy especially easy to work with and did an exceptional job explaining the process. They helped to guide me through every step of the way.”

To qualify for HRP, properties must be a single-, two-, or three-family owner-occupied building. Commercial properties—including mixed-use properties—are not eligible. The loan is deferred with zero percent interest, and requires no monthly payments unless the property is sold and/or not owner-occupied within five years. The program does not finance rehabilitation that is cosmetic or non-essential. Repairs such as broken or missing windows or doors, damaged or collapsing exterior, crumbling foundations and/or broken fences are covered.
The program is a collaborative effort between LSNI and the City’s Housing Department

“As I meet with mayors and first selectmen across the state, they share a concern about blight and the impact it can have on neighborhoods. This project is one worth noting, as the City of Hartford has found a creative way to address this important issue,” said Commissioner Klein.
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HARTFORD, CT (WFSB) -

The city of Hartford has started a program to fix up several blighted properties in the Capital City.

The Hartford Restoration Project targets blighted homes and offers financial aid up to $30,000, as long as these qualifications are met.

Homeowners need to be Hartford residents who lived in the home for at least five years and are up-to-date on all their taxes. Then, after the repairs are done, they have to stay in the home for the next five years for the loan to be forgiven.

Donna Nelson's South Whitney Street home was overrun with long weeds and had peeling paint. It was so bad, the city fined her for blight."That would've been $200 a day," Nelson said.

Nelson said she wanted to fix it up, but couldn't.

"This is my house, I can see it needed to be painted, but just couldn't afford it," Nelson said pointing to her residence.

With intimidating fees looming, the city stepped in, seeing Donna as a prime first candidate for it's newest anti-blight program, Hartford Restoration Project.

"It was absolutely amazing," Nelson said. "It was better than winning the lottery."

City officials unveiled the newly painted, bright pink Victorian home on Tuesday. It was fixed up exclusively by hired Hartford contractors.

"This property impacts surrounding properties," Hartford Mayor Pedro Segarra said. "So by stabilizing this property, you've stabilized the neighborhood."

Right now, there is $300,000 in the Hartford Restoration Project's fund, according to city officials. Some of the money comes from blight fines with the majority fronted by the city.

Segarra said he hopes the money will be recouped by the tax dollars collected when these neighborhoods get turned around and the property values go up.

For Nelson, it's become another reason for her to remain a Hartfordite.

"It's a wonderful program for the city, for people who want to stay in the city," Nelson said. "I've been here for 40 years, stayed in this house for 35."

The city has four more homes in all corners of the city that it will work on. 

For more information on the Hartford Restoration Project, click here.
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