Public Safety Bulletin


Clearly the most pressing public safety issue that we have been facing the past year has been car break-ins and home burglaries.  Out of 1300 part 1 crimes in the Northwest District (West End, Blue Hills and Asylum Hill) so far this year, more than 900 involved car breaks or burglaries.  There were close to 20 in the West End in November. Those who attended our most recent Public Safety meeting saw it first-hand in the crime statistics we review at the meetings. Coincidentally, the morning after our last meeting, I was working from home and personally foiled an attempted car break in front of my house at 11am, Friday 12/3, in broad daylight. 

There was a 12-14 year-old white male walking down Oxford Street, checking all the cars for items left in plain view.  I was on the phone as I watched him open my neighbor's car door and rummage through the glove box, before walking to the next house and beginning to smash the driver window of a car parked on the street.  At that point I realized what was happening and ran out the front door to get a better look at him.  As I got to the curb he ran to a turquoise green, 2-door, late 90's BMW which I then realized was following him along the whole time as his getaway car.  The driver was a stocky white or Hispanic male, in his 20's, with a scruffy face and buzzcut - dark hair.  Fortunately, they were unable to get anything from those 2 cars before they sped off, but we don't know how many others they hit along the way.  Please keep an eye out for a turquoise 2-door late model BMW and call HPD at (860) 527-6300 if you see one cruising your street.  Even as your Public Safety Chairman and Blockwatch coordinator, I was stunned at the age of this perpetrator and the brazen nature of these attempts.

With this and the many other recent incidents, in mind, I want to give everyone a few tips on how to avoid becoming the next victim of a crime like this.  We have been sending tips out on this for years as well as discussing them at WECA meetings:

1. ALWAYS lock your doors and windows of both cars and homes, EVEN when you are home.  Make it a habit. 

2. NEVER leave anything of value in plain sight.  Wallets, change, keys, cell phones, GPS units, I-pods, laptops, purses, etc.  These are all easy "smash & grab" targets and WILL invite criminals to your street if they see them.

3. Keep cars parked in well-lit areas and keep outdoor lighting on or use motion-detecting lights outside your home during dark hours.

4. USE security systems, even when you are home.  Many folks have been burglarized while they were home and never knew it until they found that items were missing hours later.

5. Keep shrubbery trimmed, so that no one can hide in it.

6. MOST IMPORTANT: If you see something, SAY something! No one has a better handle on our neighborhood than we do.  There are too few police officers in the city and they cannot be everywhere at all times.  Being aware at all times is essential to us keeping our neighborhoods looked after.


Blockwatch: As many of you are aware, we lauched the West End Blockwatch earlier this year.  There are 2 forms of blockwatching: passive and active.  The active Blockwatch consists of 5-10 residents who have gone through orientation and get together monthly (more often if/when needed), to go out on active patrols in cars or groups (if walking) with high-powered flashlights.  We light up driveways, yards, parking areas, parks, etc. to see if any suspicious persons or activities are present.  We are not there to be vigilanties, just observers with a direct line to police if we see anything that needs attention.  Passive blockwatching is something everyone can do: Walking the dog, jogging/walking, taking out the trash, driving home, sitting on your porch are just a few examples of everyday activities that give you an opportunity to observe what is going on around you.  In fact, this is the best form of blockwatching many times, because you blend in as an everday resident.  In fact, an aware neighbor was driving home on Warrenton St. earlier this year, saw a man acting suspiciously, entering neighbors driveways and yards, so he called the police.  A minute later, Captain Joe Buyak physically apprehended the suspicious man as his legs were sticking out of a basement window he was trying to get in!  If anyone is interested in joining the West End Blockwatch, PLEASE do not hesitate to contact me at (860) 670-5454 or Jeff Hill at (860) 593-7453.  The more people we have, the more area we can cover and less work there is for each individual - remember, we are all volunteers with other jobs or committments as well. 

I hope this helps folks better protect themselves against these crimes of opportunity.  Please attend our Public Safety meetings as well on the first Thursday of every month at 7pm at the Hartford Community Center at 461 Farmington Ave, if you have any comments, questions or concerns.


Stay safe,  David Jorgensen, Chairman, WECA Public Safety Committee
